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Fraternal benefit societies do not refer to 
their policies as “policies.” Instead, we issue 
“certificates.” A certificate is an open contract 
that incorporates by reference all the terms of 
a society’s bylaws and articles of incorporation. 
Since both the bylaws and the articles of 
incorporation are subject to amendment, the 
certificate remains open to change during its life. 
However, a change in the bylaws or articles of 
incorporation cannot reduce any benefit that the 
member has under that certificate.

Fraternal benefit societies differ from stock 
or mutual insurance companies in other ways 
as well. In a typical insurance company, a 
policyholder simply has whatever privileges are 
given to her/him under the provisions of the 
policy. A certificateholder of a fraternal benefit 
society is eligible to be considered for whatever 
additional benefits a society may make available 
to its members, such as scholarships, disaster 
relief, and various discount services or any other 
benefit a society chooses and is legally allowed 
to offer.

Fraternal benefit societies do not belong to state 
guaranty funds. Originally, all members of fraternal 
benefit societies contributed an assessed amount of 
money at the time of a member’s death. Over time, 
the process became much more structured with 
the establishment of statutory reserves. However, 
societies continue to have the right to assess 
each certificate the appropriate share to make 
up for any shortfall in reserves. No member ever 
becomes personally liable for the assessment. Royal 
Neighbors has never been required to assess any 
policies (certificates) that have been maintained on 
a statutory reserves basis. Since 1895, we have paid 
or provided more than $1.7 billion of insurance and 
financial benefits. It is due to our financial strength 
and stability that no assessments will be necessary 
in the future as we continue to meet our obligations 
to our members. 

We are confident you will 
see safety in our numbers, 
stability in our history, and 
service at the highest level 

in our employees.

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION
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General member: can participate in the activities 
of the Society, but has no vote in the election of 
the Board of Directors; is not insured by Royal 
Neighbors and does not own an annuity product; 
is eligible to apply for most of the Society’s 
member benefits

Beneficial member: has the right to vote for the 
Society’s Board of Directors; is usually insured 
by Royal Neighbors or is the initial owner of an 
annuity product; is eligible to apply for certain 
noncontractual member benefits that are not 
offered to general members

Youth member: a member who is under 16 years 
of age

Royal Neighbors offers 
THREE TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP

Royal Neighbors is a fraternal life insurance 
organization founded in 1895 by women who 
saw a need to address the issues of their day and 
who created a community to support each other 
and make a difference. Existing for the benefit of 
our members, we not only offer them insurance 
products to fulfill financial needs of growth, 
savings, and protection, but also offer them 
valuable member benefits and opportunities to 
make a difference in their communities.

A key component is our nationwide network 
of chapters. It is through our chapters that our 
members have the opportunity to gather with 
their contemporaries to direct our national 
resources into local causes that make a difference 
close to home. 

Royal Neighbors has contributed millions of 
dollars and hands-on support to communities 
throughout the nation. This volunteer concept 
is key to the 501(c)(8) not-for-profit status 
conferred upon a fraternal benefit society. 

When you contract with Royal Neighbors you 
apply for general membership, which is provided 
to you on a complimentary basis. Or you can apply 
for beneficial membership. 

WELCOME TO ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA.  
We are pleased you are joining our family of 
insurance agents. Because we recognize that 
representing a fraternal benefit society may be 
new to you, we are providing you additional 
information that will help you better understand 
the benefits of working with us.

ALL  ABOUT
FRATERNAL
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In addition, every application for a life insurance or 
annuity certificate (policy) includes application for 
membership in the Society. Which means all certifi-
cateholders whom you represent (you are the writing 
agent of the submitted application) will be assigned to 
a chapter. 

INSURING LIVES • SUPPORTING WOMEN • SERVING COMMUNITIESSM
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•  DENTAL D ISCOUNTS* •  Members save 5% to 50% on 
most dental procedures including routine oral exams, 
unlimited cleanings, and major work such as dentures, 
root canals, and crowns at over 176,000 participating 
dental access points.

•  VISION DISCOUNTS*  •  Members save 20% to 40% 
off the retail price of eyewear, plus discounts on exams 
from more than 65,000 providers nationwide including 
independent optometrists, ophthalmologists, opticians, 
and leading optical retailers.
     Members save 40% to 50% off the overall national 
average cost for traditional LASIK surgery or receive 
significant savings on newer procedures like custom 
bladeless (all laser) LASIK at more than 800 QualSight 
locations. 

•  LAB SERVICES DISCOUNTS* •  The discount lab 
program from DirectLabs provides savings from 10% to 
80% off blood and lab procedures at over 3,000 facilities 
nationwide. Not available in HI, MD, NY, NJ, RI, or MA. 
ND, SD, and VT offer Specialty Lab testing only.

•  LEGAL ACCESS PLANS–FAMILY LEGAL PROTECTION PLAN* •   
Members have access to a pre-qualified network of over 
17,000 attorneys in all 50 states and U.S. territories 
who provide free and discounted legal services including 
consultations to help analyze legal issues, strategies, 
and options, and recommend a course of action. 

•  PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNTS*  •  Members 
have access to average savings from 15% to 60% off 
generic drugs and from 15% to 25% off brand name 
prescriptions at over 60,000 participating MedImpact 
pharmacies nationwide. 

•  IMAGING DISCOUNTS* •  US Imaging is a premier 
diagnostic imaging program that provides savings from 
10% to 60% on advanced imaging costs for MRI, CT, and 
PET scans at over 2,400 freestanding radiology facilities 
throughout the U.S. Not available in HI, VT, and WY.

•  RETAIL BENEFITS* •  This ecommerce portal and 
shopping assistant directs members to over 4,000 
leading merchants where they can earn between  
1% to 40% cashback just for shopping online.

•  HEARING AIDS AND SERVICES* •  Save on hearing 
aids, as well as a 30% discount on diagnostic services, 
which includes hearing exams at over 2,700 locations.

          
           cont’d.
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•  PERKS AND DISCOUNTS   •  The Royal Neighbors 
Discount Program offers access to over 100,000 
discounts and provides members with an elite 
collection of local and national discounts from 
thousands of retailers, fitness centers, attractions, 
and events through Abenity.

•  LIFE LINE SCREENING   •  We’ve partnered with Life 
Line Screening to offer members non-invasive tests 
at a discounted rate to learn if they are at risk for 
vascular disease.

•  SCHOLARSHIPS   •  Since 1961, we have offered 
scholarships to our beneficial members—those 
who are insured and/or own an annuity with Royal 
Neighbors. A wide range of scholarships are offered 
for both traditional and non-traditional students.

•  FRATERNAL AID   •  Financial assistance may be 
available to beneficial members—those who 
are insured and/or own an annuity with Royal 
Neighbors, who are experiencing extreme 
financial hardship as a result of illness, accident, 
or natural disaster.

•  THE ROYAL NEIGHBOR MAGAZINE   •  Members 
receive a complimentary subscription to The Royal 
Neighbor, our official publication. In each issue they 
will find informative articles designed to help them 
stay healthy, both physically and financially, as well 
as updates on Royal Neighbors news and programs.

•  NATION OF NEIGHBORS SM  •  Our signature 
program to empower women has provided more 
than $1.5 million to help nearly 1,200 individuals 
reach their goals and live their dreams. The 
program is designed to empower determined 
women of strength and courage with financial 
assistance to achieve their full potential, realize 
a sense of renewed personal growth, and give 
back to their communities.

•  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  •  Our members 
have been making a difference in their local 
communities for nearly 120 years. Our neighbor-
helping-neighbor philosophy encourages members to 
work together and give back to their communities.

•  VOTING PRIVILEGES   •  Adult beneficial  
members have a direct voice in the governance of 
the organization by voting for the Royal Neighbors 
Board of Directors.

Member benefits are provided at the discretion of Royal Neighbors 
of America and are not available in all states. They are not part of 
any insurance or annuity contract and are not guaranteed. 

*The health discount programs are not insurance and not intended 
to replace health insurance. Please see Royal Neighbors membership 
guide or website for full disclosure.

*Services administered by Careington International Corporation
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Royal Neighbors
AT A GLANCE

www.royalneighbors.org

TRADITIONAL Scholarships
The traditional scholarships are designed to help 
students graduating from high school between 
January 1 and June 30 of the year in which the 
scholarship is awarded. Applicants must be 
beneficial members, be ranked in the upper 
quarter of their class, show a strong record of 
volunteerism, and plan to enroll as a full-time 
student in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree at an 
accredited college, university, or junior college.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE Scholarship
•   Ten 4-year renewable grants worth up to $8,000 

($2,000 each year) awarded annually to female 
or male beneficial members

MAKING A DIFFERENCE LEADER Scholarship
•   One 4-year renewable scholarship worth up to 

$20,000 ($5,000 each year) awarded annually to 
the most outstanding female high school senior 
from the pool of qualified applicants 

NON-TRADITIONAL Scholarships
The non-traditional scholarships are designed 
to help students 18 years of age and older and 
who have previously graduated from high school. 
Applicants must be beneficial members and show 
a strong record of volunteerism.

NEW HORIZONS Scholarship
•   Ten non-renewable grants of up to $5,000 each 

awarded annually; may reapply annually
•   Must plan to enroll as a part-time or full-time 

student pursuing a degree at an accredited 
   college, university, or junior college

NEW HORIZONS LEADER Scholarship
•   One 4-year renewable scholarship worth up to 

$20,000 ($5,000 each year) awarded annually  
to the most outstanding female from the pool  
of qualified New Horizons applicants

•   Must plan to enroll as a part-time or full-time 
student pursuing a degree at an accredited 
college, university, or junior college

LIFE ENRICHMENT Scholarship
This non-traditional scholarship is designed to 
provide training for semi-professional occupations 
in business and industry or programs to provide 
skilled training. 
•   Five non-renewable grants of up to $500 each 

awarded annually; may reapply annually
•   Is not intended for students enrolled in a 

bachelor’s or master’s degree program

•   Serving more than 200,000 members, both 
women and their families

•   Founded in 1895 as a fraternal benefit 
insurance society for women

•   Over the years, members have volunteered 
millions of hours of service to their local 
communities

•   The Society has contributed millions of dollars 
to individuals and communities nationwide

R O Y A L  N E I G H B O R S  O F  A M E R I C A
Insuring Lives  •  Supporting Women  •  Serving CommunitiesSM
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Call (800) 627-4762 to learn more about a 
chapter near you where you can expand your 
networks through relevant programs, guest 
speakers, and community volunteer activities.

for  our 
BENEFICIAL MEMBERS

 R O YA L N E I G H B O R S  O F  A M E R I C A® 
MEMBER BENEFITS

YOUR



MAKE THE MOST OF 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

VALUABLE MEMBER BENEFITS 

Member benefits are provided at the discretion of 
Royal Neighbors of America and are not available 
in all states. They are not part of any insurance or 
annuity contract and are not guaranteed.

The health discount programs are not insurance 
and not intended to replace health insurance. 
Please see Royal Neighbors membership guide or 
website for full disclosure.

* Services administered by Careington  
International Corporation.

We believe in caring for and protecting our own. 
As a member of Royal Neighbors of America, you 
are part of a community where you are valued 
and respected. Because you deserve care and 
protection, we have designed an exciting member 
benefits package with you in mind. As an added 
bonus, these benefits come at no additional cost 
to you because you are a beneficial member of 
Royal Neighbors of America.

Through these programs, we will help you ensure 
good health, expand your horizons, safeguard 
your family, rebuild after hardships, and enjoy 
your leisure time.

*HEALTH AND WELLNESS DISCOUNTS
At no additional cost, Royal Neighbors members 
enjoy discount programs for prescription drugs, 
dental and vision services, labs and imaging, hearing 
care services, and preventive health screenings. 

FRATERNAL AID
From natural disasters to illness, when the 
unexpected occurs, Royal Neighbors is there for you. 
Our Fraternal Aid Program provides financial support 
to beneficial members experiencing hardship as a 
result of illness, personal injury, or disaster.

NATION OF NEIGHBORSSM PROGRAM
As a Royal Neighbors member, you have the 
opportunity to pay it forward and nominate worthy 
individuals for financial assistance to help fund their 
dreams.

*LEGAL SERVICES AND RETAIL BENEFITS
Members have access to free and discounted legal 
services as well as online shopping discounts.
 
THE ROYAL NEIGHBOR MAGAZINE
Filled with current financial, health, and Royal 
Neighbors news, all members can stay connected 
with our flagship magazine, The Royal Neighbor. 

CHAPTERS
In America’s towns both big and small, our  
volunteer chapters serve as front-line ambassadors 
for the goodwill that is the hallmark of Royal 
Neighbors. Members get involved, give back, and 
help other women and their families in their own 
communities with the support of Royal Neighbors’ 
philanthropic programs. We also proudly 
participate in national volunteer events every year.

We provide women and those they care 
about valuable insurance products, 
financial education, member benefits and 
services, and opportunities to connect with 
each other and their communities.

If your circle of friends includes individuals 
who would be interested in becoming 
members of Royal Neighbors of America 
and taking advantage of these benefits  
and programs, encourage them to visit 
www.royalneighbors.org/benefits for  
more information.

Insurance with a DifferenceSM



WOMEN ARE DECISION MAKERS AND PURCHASERS
•  A recent study by Ipsos-Mendelsohn revealed that women  

can make as high as 89% of the purchasing decisions.
•  Women spend $5 trillion annually. When business  

spending is added, it’s $7 trillion.1

•  Less than 1 in 5 married-couple families is supported by  
the husband alone.2

WOMEN ARE BETTER EDUCATED AND MORE WELL-OFF THAN EVER BEFORE
•  Women make up 68% of the college population, and  

50% of those recent graduates and undergraduate  
degrees are held by women.3

• Boomer women’s average income is $75,000.4

WOMEN HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THEIR FINANCES 
•  36% of women believe they need more life insurance.5 This, at  

a time when life insurance is more affordable than ever before.
•  90% of all women will have sole responsibility for their 

finances within their lifetime.6

•  62% of women report not having done enough planning  
for their retirement.7

•  70% of women switch financial advisors within three  
years of widowhood because they want to be treated  
like people not a number.8

WOMEN SHARE (& REFER)
•  A woman will refer up to 28 individuals to a company, 

product, or service if she is happy with her experience.9

Here are a few facts that give you a snapshot of this lucrative market:

Women have come a long way since Royal Neighbors of America became a life insurer 
on March 21, 1895. Back then they couldn’t own property, couldn’t vote, and couldn’t be 
insured. The women of Royal Neighbors helped change all that.

With its rich legacy of protecting women and helping others, Royal Neighbors knows the 
women’s market. As an agent for Royal Neighbors, you have the opportunity to use that 
knowledge to help meet the needs of women throughout all their lifestages.

ROYAL NEIGHBORS understands the women’s market
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